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ABSTRACT: Madd.o.Jazr.E.Islam written by Altaf Hussain
Hali is an internationally renowned Urdu poem. It is a great
example of versified historiography. Subcontinent is an
eyewitness of the decline of Muslims. It bore the verse
eISSN: 2707-6229 outcomes of colonialism as well. Muslims under such situation
PISSN: 2707-6210 became pessimist and inactive. To let the get rid of Muslims
DOI:https://doi.org/10  from such  situation, educational, religious, and political

.562 fm2bh .. . .

égcgigg?l_%égoz 4 institutes became active. The contemporary writes played a
Accepted:08-07-2024 vital role in this regard too. Hali is amongst top such writers.
Online:13-07-2024 Hali has delivered many beautiful poems of such content, but

Madd.o.Jazr.E.Islam has a distinguished position. Its message
is universal in nature. Attractive content and mature
Copyrigt: © 2023 technicality made this poem able to acquire international fame.
by the authors. It started to be translated in international language after which

o it started to being read worldwide. There are four translations
This is an open-access of Madd.o.Jazr.E.Islam and one of the translators is from
?}11 Ctl;rgslszﬁguzzi dLiltIilS;; Europe.‘ The 'translators of first two translation are native. Third
of the Creative Common translation is a collective work of European translator
Attribution (CC BY) Christopher Shackle and Javed Majeed. The fourth translation
license is by Syeda Saiyidain Hameed. Every new translation of a

literary work should be more accurate than previous ones as the
shortcomings of the existing translations are in front of the new
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translator, based on mentioned hypothesis the article is
restricted to the critical analysis of the fourth translation only.

KEYWORDS: Altaf Hussain Hali, Madd.o.Jazr.E.lslam,
Historiography, Colonialism, Syeda Saiyidain Hameed
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Hippocrates was once a question asked
What he regarded the most dreaded disease?
There’s none said he which nature at least
Has not yet discovered a cure to release
Except one that’s dismissed on the serious criteria
And the doctor’s warning laughed off as hysteria ()
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Like slothful animals, their energy dispelled
They are indifferent to disgrace and renown
Neither desirous of heaven nor warry of hell
Tolerably content with what fate has decreed
What use have they made of wisdom or Din
Trivializers of Truth and betrayers of Din. (£)
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Among all the prophets, who Mercy was called
Who answered the prayers of the wretched, the poor
Who helped total strangers, their needs never stalled
Who shared in their sorrows, was one with their grief
Who sheltered the aged, the wretched, the weak
Who guarded the orphans, who championed the meek. (%)
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In these words the poor he taught love of toil
‘Earn by your sweat and the force of your arm
Help yourself and others, thus misfortune foil
Never knock, never beg from one door to another
If in this world you look out for your brother
Then like the moon you will shine in the other () )
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They struggled to stay on the path of One Truth
Never fought unprovoked, never flared unwarranted
Their love for their neighbour was always on ruth
In laws of Shariat were held fast their reins
When handled with care, they were gentle and soft
When brusquely treated, they were frantic and cross. (1Y)
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No such continent there exists on this plane
Which boats not of obelisks they left behind
Arabia, Hind, Egypt, Syria, Dailam and Spain
From there foundations such worlds have been born
From Mount of Adam, to Mount Baiza in Spain
Are signs of their caravans which passed in the plains. () 9)

U il gt S splane L L3 At S QS F e L p SRS 20
J/.?,beﬂﬂu’l_cg_uﬁ}uﬂrﬁﬁ;yywgobelisks éﬂ'a’zlﬁ"dﬁ%d/ﬂd/x]-ﬁ;

https://tasdeeq.riphahfsd.edu.pk


https://tasdeeq.riphahfsd.edu.pk/

194

" S sboats T PSSl S P SUI G e st Ein L
§ e UK ) G e L S e ot 8 2 U 8 A e L
L'Ugo/'uﬁkq,{.g_baﬂufﬁwéworlds have been bom//,«‘.{é_n'n""'ﬁ'ﬂb'uﬁ)”
}/Uw:dt’p'KJIKZt"LCf.;‘J’}/UJ}J/ZKSpaiH S P s Z Mount Baiza in SpainJL’iA
JJIHL‘?,;)JL/C.@U’//UJ}(’&@,}GJ(?Jluﬁx}f_‘aggé Lo 3k AL
L4 & mspain 557 22 L8 g e Qe Ut S8 Z e D
e S b.,!]'/u'/&.,}G’Jl;fdﬁﬂfplains;w’uu%:ujéé/;wg};plains BISTE 20
St LA L a6t 25 e S 8 I 25 S e o
¥ spassed in the plains Z:caravans-LL,»’!)‘L{/):;L{%.Z}'KC/”Z;-LL&Véc‘plf
Cp &t e il s EATRL U 2 = plains i 2 2 c 3K UG UE ™ (7 S 5
/wou(}u‘/,J{?C%wﬁM/ caravans-‘aﬂu(plains ﬁ‘a(‘fl;/fj?wﬁuﬁ
‘L.l{'il,f/gé!)/caravansc'f‘(’!aarbﬁJdEMLL%JL/xf/(lK'u!'k‘i}ufx}'ulzf,:‘a
_‘Lxu:fﬁﬂ SH 2

oo & ot ot I U

J¥ et . skt L P F

dw £ 2 & /J/ﬁ/ 0

Jl,éu;//o}l?ubg/ﬁ”u

U SR QU g RPN,

(M6 = or 4 2 3 U7

Those majestic castles, once spotlessly clean
With algae are covered their ruins today
Mausoleums’ gold domes, resplendent they gleam
Temples which inspired all humans with awe
Though time has eroded each bit of their luster
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They exist in wilderness, separately or in clusters. () &)
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Spain was transformed into a cascading garden
Their presence still lingers in her plants and trees
Go see for yourself and probing ask pardon
On the lips of Alhambra is a song with these words
‘From the family of Adnan my mentors descended
I am, let none doubt, Arabia’s legacy splendid. (}%)
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Let someone explore the relics of Cordova
The arches and portals of mosques lying in ruins
Hejazi palaces which sparkled like Nova
The rise and the fall of Khilaafat’s strongholds
In debris thus shine their visages, I am told
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As in dust there glitters fine silver of gold.(r)
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Continuous from Samarkand to Andalus in Spain
There observatories were seen constructed all over
From Mount Qasiyun to Maragha’s vast plains
Voices from all the four corners are calling
‘Those Islamic astronomers, O wherefore!” they cry.
‘Their laboratories are rubble; in ruins they lie.’(YY)
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Over humankind’s history darkness was spreading
The star of Tradition was caught in eclipse
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The sun of Knowledge behind clouds was treading
The glory of Witnessing had been diffused
A lamp by Arabia was lit on the path
To travel the story of caravans which passed (Y¢)
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Travels became easy, thanks to this yearning
This longing made them traverse the land and the sea
If someone they heard of was famous for learning
They sought to partake of his wisdom and knowledge
On objective criteria thus they measured their gain
First savoured themselves, then to others explained. (Y 4)
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Exposed all defects in the oral tradition
Sifted from falsechood all grains of the truth
Pointed the faults in the masters’ rendition
If Imams were at fault, it was freely exposed
Mystery and magic of godlings was broken
About Mulla and Sufi they were duly outspoken. (Y9)
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As long as the principles of Islam prevailed
Their lives stayed simple, uncluttered, austere,
Honey cleansed of impurities by all was hailed
Silver remained untainted, unmixed with alloy
No match of Islam, nothing else in the world
One banner in all four directions unfurled. (¥))
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When muddy became the crystal  waters
When the link with Hidayat was broken off
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When Phoenix protecting them was slaughtered
The Prophecy of Allah was then fulfilled
‘None have we ever misguided, misled
Man himself is responsible, in life, in death.” (YY)
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Gone was their wealth, their honour, their might
All  status and power deserted them quite
One by one, accomplishments bowed out of sight
Bit by bit all skills were forgotten and lost
Neither Din nor Islam, was there anything left?
Spirit vanished forsooth, only title was kept. (Y¢)
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Baseness underlies our thought and our deed
Compared even to scoundrels our conduct is bad
Tainting name of ancestors is our basic creed
We defame their memory with our wanton ways

Generations’ honour we have frittered away
Arab dignity we have drowned, such is our decay. (Y4)
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A carefree sleep 1s not in their scheme
Hard work they love, by night, by day
Never squander substance, hold it supreme
Each moment they wuse, never losing a grain
Untiring their strife which they further improve
They have travelled far but still on the move. (¥)
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With us as exceptions, in all Quoms existing
If one thousand prosper, just two may be poor
Of lakhs of wus, if two are in fortune’s listing
Then thousands are dying, the rest destitute
Let Truth and Honour take stock of our state
They will find we’re debased and objects of hate. (V)
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He is eternal, everlasting; now, then and forever
All creation is His, none can claim a share
He remains, all perish, despite great endeavour
Forever, none lived, none will live forever
Whether rich or poor, in Time’s wheel we’re churning
Whether bonded or free, each one here is journeying. (YY)
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