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ABSTRACT: The concept of a harem is associated with
monarchy. The practice of harem has existed in the ancient
eSSN 202 kingdoms of the world. In the Mughal harem, th
pISSN: 2707-6210 ingdoms of the world. In the Mughal harem, there was a
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free women were also admitted to the harem due to their skill
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I1. © Young, talented slave girls were selected and given an appropriate education to
enable them to pursue this art. Thus, they belonged to the same branch of feminine slavery
as the slave singers, the giyan, who were also slave courtesans, and, occasionally,
concubines, typically for the elite and growing urban classes. The institution of the slave
courtesan opened up possibilities of social mobility for women. If they performed well
and their fame spread, they gained access to high society and its wealth.’

Pernilla Myrne, 'A Jariya’s Prospects in Abbasid Baghdad', in Matthew S. Gordon, and
Kathryn A. Hain (eds), Concubines and Courtesans: Women and Slavery in Islamic
History (New York, Oxford University Press, 2017), 52
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21. “This arrangement of the Mughal harem with the three distinct Classes of women legal

wives, free inferior wives and the concubines was an institution of the Mughal family that had
prevailed at least from the time of Timur.” Bano, Shadab. “MARRIAGE AND CONCUBINAGE

https://tasdeeq.riphahfsd.edu.pk


https://tasdeeq.riphahfsd.edu.pk/

153

IN THE MUGHAL IMPERIAL FAMILY.” Proceedings of the Indian History Congress 60
(1999): 356. http://www.]stor.org/stable/44144101.
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23.  During the time of later Mughals, it became a fashion to patronise a prostitute.
The literary writings of the time Make frequent references to prostitution, thus, showing
the popularity This institution had gained in the society.

Sudha Sharma, The Status of Muslim Women in Medieval India (Los Angeles: SAGE,
2016), 73.
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34. Heidi Rika Maria Pauwels, The Voice of the Indian Mona Lisa: Gender and
Culture in Eighteenth-Century Rajasthan (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,

2023), 2.
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