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Abstract

The bilateral ties between Iran and the Subcontinent are multifaceted and deeply rooted,
spanning centuries. Historically, travelers from both regions have explored and fostered mutual
cultural and linguistic advancements. Notably, before partition, Professor A.M. Moulvi M.A.,
a Persian language teacher at Government College, University of Bombay, embarked on a
journey to Iran. He was profoundly impressed by the country's rapid modernisation, which he
observed in every aspect of Iranian life. In his book, "Modern Iran", which was published in
English in 1938, Professor A.M. Moulvi praised the Iranian government, particularly Emperor
Reza Shah Pahlavi, for his pivotal role in transforming the nation through wise leadership. He
also commended the Iranian people for their courteous behaviour, which contributed to the
country's swift progress.

The book was later translated into Urdu by Syed Muhammad Hassan Bilgrami, titled
"Karnama-e-Pahlavi," two years after its initial publication. This article aims to highlight the
significance of "Modern Iran" as a historical source on Iran's modern evolution and its literary
importance as a captivating travelogue, providing valuable insights for readers.
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e Selections from Qazi Noman’s Kitab-ul-himma fi adabi ataba el-a’emma or Code
of conduct for the followers of Imam.

e Life and Lectures of the Grand Missionary Al-Muayyad-fid-Din al-Shirazi.'?
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It was revealed to me by this great man that our knowledge of Iran and her
people derived from the books written by European which are the only
sources of information available to us, is defective to an alarming extent™.
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On my return from Iran, [ halted for a night at the Qazvin hotel. Here I met
Mr. Arthur Uppan Pope, the Director of an institute for Iranian art and
archaeology in New York. He was on his way to Persipolis** with half a
dozen American students.
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After ten minutes the officer himself came, salamed me and asked if I was

the same gentleman whose arrival in Ispahan was announced in the local
42
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Today the veil is off. It is not to be seen anywhere. Men and women are
freely moving about in the streets. Women are serving as saleswomen in
shops and clerks in private and public offices. Restaurants and cinemas are
flooded with young women who are behaving in every way like women in
the West. The present Iranian life looks like a staged drama. Outsiders

cannot easily understand whether the people are acting out this new life at
the dictation of some stage manager or are actually living a new life*®.
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Every other country in the world has risen step by step, while Iran has risen
by leaps and bounds. The outside world knows very little of the steps that
marked her progress*’.
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The Iranians were the first to write books on history and geography. In
short, their contributions to general culture of the world during this period
testify to the superior ability and intelligence of this gifted race who, when
left to themselves have always worked wonders>°.
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Liberty of thought and liberty of action being encouraged, even the
moustaches are undergoing various modifications. Some are overtrimmed,
some are undertrimmed and some are clean-shaven. The only place where
the beard is still prominent is on the chin of an old-fashioned mulla. In the
case of women, skirts have suspended their long full indoor costumes, and
hats have taken the place of chadars. Men and women move about in cars,
in carriages and on foot without any reserve>®.
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The next day being still under the impression that unpunctuality was a
virtue in oriental countries, I went to Mr. Riyazi’s office at 9-30 instead of
the appointed time 9 A.M. To my great humiliation I learnt that he had been
expecting me every minute®.
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Unlike India, there are no Raj Kumar or Atchison Colleges for the sons of

the nobility in Iran. All State children have equal rights and privileges

against the State. “Heaven does not create men over men or men under

men.” The State makes no distinction between the nobility and the
commoners. There is no privileged class in Iran®'.
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I went to “Mihman-Khana Firdos”, which is one of the three up-to-date and

leading hotels in Isfahan. There was no trace of the lack of cleanliness
which was formerly complained of by Western travellers”®’.
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An European writer has remarked, “The houses in the cities of Iran without
a single exception are made of clay and present a dingy appearance”. If a
dome made of clay could remain intact for fifteen hundered years, then a
house made of clay would last forever®.
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The civilized Muslim world should be eternally thankful to Raza Shah
Pahlavi through whose magnetic influence®’.
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