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Abstract

Ashfaq Ahmed (1925-2004) remains a seminal figure in Urdu literature, yet his personality
presents a complex study of contradictions between hereditary influences and individual
spiritual evolution. This research explores the environmental and psychological factors that
shaped his unique role as a "Dastan-go" (storyteller) and social reformer.

The study employs a qualitative analytical approach, utilising biographical records, personal
interviews, and testimonials from contemporaries (such as Mumtaz Mufti and Bano Qudsia)
to dissect Ahmed's social, religious, and political orientations.

The analysis reveals that Ahmed’s persona was a conscious departure from his strict Pathan
familial background, evolving from an isolated intellectual in his "Nim-Chatti" (attic) to a
public Sufi mentor. Religiously, he avoided sectarianism, focusing instead on strengthening
the individual’s bond with the Divine through relatable human experiences. Politically, while
his professional role at the Urdu Science Board brought him close to various regimes—
including those of Zia-ul-Haq and Bhutto—the study finds his engagement was observational
rather than partisan. Individually, he exhibited a "dualistic" nature: a public communicator
hiding a private, meditative silence.

The study concludes that Ahmed’s life work was a structured effort to mitigate social decay
through constructive rebellion and spiritual enlightenment, leaving a legacy of "Dastan Saraye"
as a beacon for self-actualisation.

Keywords:
Ashfaq Ahmed, Urdu Literature, Socio-Psychological Analysis, Sufism, Dastan-go, Cultural
Identity.

Received: 08-11-2025 Accepted: 15-12-2025 Online: 31-12-2025

--

@ o This article is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0).
Free use, distribution, and reproduction permitted with proper citation of the original work.
© The Author(s).

13


mailto:dr.robinarashid@wumardan.edu.pk
https://doi.org/10.56276/tasdiq.v7i2.34

T 5
Vol. 3 No. 4 (2025)
e JIF e Grszr b B JUSELTE 2 Uy i st Z g e i
SIS T a1 52 e e s 3 Jidla s S '?L!/)’c/iﬂ}é Gl Bl 28R e B/, 1
AN AP U L s S 1F S UGl et i o Uy o LT P s
Y It RIS s ALK bty f ué‘l‘;,,./”;ﬁ"j
Lu'?u:“g)LLw L[&f‘;;;:bu(utﬁ_ééjd’y;égu%;4/)&¢;ui10uﬁﬂ
§etor? C L gte Lofei et FE Lo S Lo T4 # Ui
e h Lo 5 L1363 S o™ i s Sugdis Loz
: ujéui’
You Don’t mind if ask you » SZyZ 5E e &£ P 2l Ut
L(L“«L[ eI A =D B A5 LE S Yl TSdirect question
S BNIUntn RS2l 1 U A 2T Ut LGS = P 25
(D"t
Lok pesd A -Zan/,,4/¢gﬂ5;&3 GIGZ AL sl Jis
S8 AT 1 & L S SIS s fTaotind 7o s e MK S BT
F UM I LnlF R A 21068107 G40 S 0 ST S K et
:ujﬂgLww&“‘ﬂr/_;/ﬁjvéuulﬁ'u%uTJKU’/,’;/L&.L%_LM
G fed e 0PSB L S Gt F o LUt L uu?
Q")
/éjuﬁ;/ugu‘!{.c,kﬁrﬂlégﬂf}‘,_éé;nuugjt,féuﬂuﬁg/éﬁ":(iu’!
J%g@.&‘@?/ﬂ&@@;@ﬁ(&y( e S 4 Ka;tsg;/;‘”uﬁ&uu.jt;-!_//dy.bv
P e SR L it G £ a13681 e 5 Sk 10 U7 3 e a1l o
Sl Febos £ 10615 2108 2 o s Bl S a1 3o S el ﬁg,w/{ugidcugiéé_/
B s A s LS

14



eISSN: 2707-6229 sy 4
PISSN: 2707-6210 uﬁM
- a2
Vol. 3 No. 4 (2025)

dgé&ﬂu-éé'_/t’fblrgj. LS UenGlae Sz UInd Sk 7 pel J6s
Qseas pletnlel f :u?géyg’ dya’ ﬁé;g./_;!..{u?/k&w.ﬁ. VU /"uﬁf c;f sJP eI Us
So Lo & 2 brned [d Lol Sk Lo s s oif =l
ELebadnpnLod L2l Lo S A5 Lad F Lofdn. s F
236315 e SR E KL ST poastt Ll s il S S el j/,wwuf.u:‘? 7 Ul sl
LU’:’.’JV“J/J/!’%JZ//JJD}’ L4 3}5»&@9(2 d;ftﬁ'fu{!uﬁjwiag{uj;m&u@
Ues flos u"{u”"ruu'a}:!fmw? ,g,@,&ﬁ,uu/w%;,(é’”"Jmu:u?w,m, ST P
GFEY e T ol sl 6T S8 T8S Sale TS e S b Pl
g A F LA LTI U mfrt?aiﬁ‘ S LS

REYINL u,jsf I a1l Us @;my/u@ha’viﬁ Ry 5 213621 (5
IS A Lo 58 Pt g Ll i, (“ e L Tl e AL F Lo
61T o md Ses? i EV Al S bS5 u‘fuj’(uﬁu,4j"t‘5,ua,4/# O
Foinfid & 2w d s iy F G-t T8 g ghelS it i el
e UF e b L it ol L1 2 S s E e e lbbor L1 sle izos s
oSS E SN L g AL SN E SN LS b O S sz
e St T 28 106t S e SIS 5 020 e B s le S b (s
B UL for SV Lo S e bmilily e Sloa b U I et s? 8 25, 0K
Pl Sre Sl L g G 1363 —csr F Sk o F i LR L L
AN I sy F NG L

S e i e T H AL eslas sy S EnsL Sades
s AL R Lﬂﬂum-é“&“/ J_“d?:,[f koo SOS P11 @Luuuﬁu;éff bt
el

3

15



sy HE
Vol. 3 No. 4 (2025)
Lu’l/;lujéLé:aﬂ[ﬁ!;&@{f&/,@/ngl:fl:,‘jg‘aﬁlﬁiu”éé”
23 U e B 21 ) Ul LUt esd o & 12
)"l 13 Sl oot i iy
s S ‘Lg;u‘i‘u“g_;ﬂ;’uu”t/}_gfﬂf U2 A58 Ll st 18121 063
e P L Uy et L2136 2 a7 Q;ﬂ.-gw’véu?‘ﬁg ufu’mu?;:;,tdyai(:’
sd SAHIIE RO S 5P UeLTosks e U s S UT Ios L nls fonf i dor L5 158
;Lmﬁ[f ’;P‘Cﬁ(g Y ox‘Ké_n:».ujvié;g gL Lf Z - ggwu?_u?tlgw’ AU
A IS Sy FLie ]
S rf B s s eI E STL e p T oo 7 57
L& T ) Sow ) gl domld Bt s f i st F ka2 y
s E Y ek = BT L o E U e s e
@".v
ﬁ(!ﬂluk)dﬁ/»é&gl;y{,cﬂ{,/}b SLFi oS eolos Sl S Ui s
pays f’ SN Lo //%ruﬂ|££4,|'%mduﬁ’_l{mﬁ“d?¢&4 ol Vo lerd_ st S
Seoi U] ?guﬁz_/;LgLab?éuungékfugzuﬁg,}‘l,g'%l-i“g/fﬁ;ﬁfd/
NAD ) P
u’/:ugLu!;/fgugéuﬁrélu;/ufu;m,;//lg_.é/uﬁcfydﬁ”
;ffm/futgé_u,zvéJ?i//?u*Jﬁ/?c)»mmuiz/uﬁvgé,uﬁ‘u’?ﬁ
= § 367 poote 2 Ve A Trund 2 o et § 1 205 S
ééuﬁeﬁdﬁ'””’f&”tﬂcguﬁ/‘étﬂdﬁ%@fwgdj)J;/:Lfﬂ
(O)"-& s iS55
e L2 LS el Lo/ P2 16 LT A
()" SESUIHESE S Fatr S S oTrsie bl oo™

16



oy e 5
Vol. 3 No. 4 (2025)
NN EI TS Fose e it §3und 7 F O3 o1 Q63 et s L o
/.5}”'4,4”/,@&_»,@1} Jw&’jlf41.5/“"4,4utu;‘;méd}‘_g@/dtf./?ymugu
USSR LG IS B8 S0P 1 P Lt s
8 ..{mJ&’J!-K@f;/;éﬁ;ﬁ/,lﬁ4u¢yw uﬁ-&u‘?ﬁw'@ﬂ,{lﬂﬁw
LSelopldnd T e L 1Bt sl /) I A oS e e oss sl B T
EToanzCLUrb Ll Lu!;;lééjé/"){i}fu}g}r_&u J/‘La”d‘ﬁ-igz,?u&}f\_{lé
:u,?&:":quuf&‘J!_lﬂ
e 1 QCL/L_,LJ /ubu‘la gﬂd.y‘gfﬂ/-’!awmul.«?/“,;lj”r’f Dy
Jos LN NS et Sour iy 2E ST e o 4
et/ s ST Wbt S L 1o LUt St S U
(D" -Us
et G I e s s S 02 i Ke A S
C e Sl S S itos ot S o A = g b S GBS AL
LG S S Ll ot L 2 Susramiin SR s
-LZW/MML
0t | m.tuy/gwgme‘f’uﬂfwﬂuwuniu(é/ﬂuw;q) S
Lafa_d);:,ﬁl/G/uJ(.‘L/d,!i”:’/)iuéuﬁ(!/’/;{,J!_%/%l}uy ﬂ//?gé/u/é_‘aja@,u'r
GG R s s e B s £l JEGaP s SIS
c«ll'b»z?_i}?_‘aﬂuf:u/u(Cuuélﬁ"uguu:qufJ!-l[/J})& Kéfutlbu(uluﬁu’!-zr:/@;/&g
3t sy O a1 501 S o J;z;_m(f(omébﬁuﬂvufé_w/ NS S e
G

%’\\
_
<
<
\_
i)
{—x
%\

Yy ,/;féuowd/ﬁf.f/ gd/ddfbfib)jlulw”
_u?bﬁ'f“uﬁn_w/.tg,t GGl sl il - sslol o3 Ao 2 65T a7

17



oy o i
Vol. 3 No. 4 (2025)
a,duJ,,}’,w%‘aL/Lu/m&;/gLuﬁ/,w@wvg_f;wd/w?t(ﬁdﬁ
®)" Gl L1 Sol e it
FS S p L Lo QL it # 5 st s L 2L i
L L& Sme s S s §ob L L Feld, PGS w/u?dtc,f'fé Suif
u:&”g oIl e B
S E A i 6 S e £ U e e NS e
G it it ambre U1 e 65 =32 5 i L 2,
Ju_+ﬁ§d”JA/'C_%/,'L/vd&&»é;ﬁd;u‘ut/&f;m&ﬂgJm_%
quﬁc_;gﬁ‘Cu’?fuw:fqu-‘aat%law_,Q.:'Uézij;/.a}f
D" gl Agzz g iz AP L s 2
B Aot i 0L TS MG ST S eris ST D01 363 S )
F SoE o 10638 St e Qi Zel el 2 Il L
SIS Z g EU P AU ug;u,u@fu(gugsowm5%(&?://,!/‘]1ui’&g?fu? i
Ll §F =S wug_ugugn& b UA 2 p sl 2Ll e U Salis ol s
S
br L3 S o U St 5 95 1§ e it S a1
P b e WP e I e et S P oeer® S St
(o e U Doty JUSE G s sl B St 6 S b2 LB
_QMJ;JL,/KJ LS ﬂde_puuf ket LT J’u"_g/
U S Pt S U bie s Lo f LIS e B0 o U e 21 i
_ufmgu%ufmgu‘f utfwtu?l[/uf Suas 635 ;Lwiff"g Ja /Luiz_ﬂ’z_u’jui,u?f
T TE 58S U U Ul S Pt a1 i1 N e (f'j SUrsu

18



e HE
Vol. 3 No. 4 (2025)
Bt P S Ler i Loss P e oG foa b ES
e Lip it L
L&l ety LLSULbn VP AL S22 S o Fes
B S BIE JO F e ot A6 £ 6§76 o o 5 e UG
G dbd vl pnmds hpsiietts 2l R U S U
(L) " sttt 2235 S s
Y3 s 2385 e S GS om3 (E15  eA F e s St S S
AT 10681 ened S Lo Lo ymelg-a teld” 505 2005 Ie Qe sl
e B N Ul e 35 LHZ/&U?{,&:‘;JCﬂL,?}JLL{(V/. u:’nc/m/fuw;’;,/
dS
) U (;/Lotfﬁ' IOk £z -gf? C/J'/"Uﬁd/ﬁakf}“} R 2 ee”
Se1062103- B0 S e L 36 T U0 £ BB A0 = o AU
@Tﬂdtaiu;,?;JuukLn;;éjv/)// m/mwuumgmg»w:uguﬂ
PPN ALE VS PR R SO IR0 P ol o (Tl
D" LE i ol
I E I AL A K f LAl L it F il Usie o5
74 Al L $e e IS S f Laﬁiflwcﬁmy‘g/@uﬁi.&d;@ /Z_u‘? e
Zus wu%z;'_énﬂ/ L Sl s L B UG LS d g1
f»’bfL;f’m!u’fl:Jf1u;§.‘/7_l-d/fu@]&lnjld’;!u"/jvL{ﬁig-izyuﬁé%/élu’fa’v
_Lam’véu|)ﬁ-pCJ’KL/¢fJ/:JJué/uﬁ’ﬂ.&&uf,&gﬂ;&mgguﬁf{uj’i_‘a/élf
e Lou u(uf){,fﬁ/:ﬁ-l,/{,u)’ LJJTJ.E’"”}J{,“?!;Q;? J;).{!L;/‘b»/!&hiﬁl
o s et Qo P SR S B oo -t en L e (e
T o sl UG 2 I 2 10 3 2 LB K2 GlUf (nd

19



T e
Vol. 3 No. 4 (2025)
WL S et a e md Gz nz 2 c i pl L T e o r il
I IIEE S ouE ATt Sa U s el 93 L e e ie o p L L e o
N R PR N (I SRR PN SR SU S SEL a1 2 pSend
d/vm,«/u_éu/ﬂj}@jvzi;u(/,@;gu”Jm//g(_u/w/n‘fu Jd/ﬂdt:(iﬁﬁ_jlﬁl&i‘!
,ui'J/‘Lw’/&y;!u’gﬁ;/uf//jétf%“&bu’!f,J/U?.L:-@"_/J}IL/?UL&:?LLZJVLUIuﬁé!u?
Lokt el ie ST £l by e 9 (méf 610631 6ol st Tbies
2 L 1ar et gt £ Sy A S snsis LIS S
Juét_Lm&L%lgung_uwyi/ &S /Q.u’l‘.gn.’v:lf‘dﬁ_f&’gd*/.u”
g LGS o Suigee 5 3imB bt Ik B UF P e i bl
Kissp 1 LIl E e $0) SesJut sy f‘ Gl st islblgiy &
fcﬁ;;t@&fuyéﬁuéi&,g«?ujz.l’mﬂ;l;(//& tﬁ’-é/Kwkf:ﬁu’l,g___ug
A2z
ME S e ST EUPi S L e UFL F SIS S it omens §1 362
w L Sl & S e a3 f ol Bl sF ’%,!J Ve A& LK IES S
¥ E g & IS s b B Pl Lemdd 2 A
LT Zie i e $oa S s
S e o el Sa S L L3 AU L USSR et 1
M EJIGETE o f L1 Z UasGld P LG tseinin ) 52 s oo oS s 11
e PP Sl I W sl LUt st et (oS e B 6 slUs o bitsdisd_ses/
Selbrr L& otk o SES oIS NE Qo retbs Sl mis oS
SALEL TGyt sl ZUT Gt i e S Uttty i Y U7 B0 L6250
Zus )-u?ﬁ" (tmt:&ﬁf JIXEJI S L“tgf UL A LU d/u”d Sl ey u:” S _;T & s
s L 163ty T 1 12 T ST e S o B LA

20



eISSN: 2707-6229 sy 4
PISSN: 2707-6210 uﬁM
- a2
Vol. 3 No. 4 (2025)

K11 Se bl Ut Li!JL&ﬁ!-La?t'/u?:{,/)’1&%1?;!;(21;!(2*/)%%[77'%1
et § Ul sl &t Uz bod S AEUIEG U S 2T S U80S Jad Ui S U Vel B
Uit E TP LS Gt &SI o oS s b S s S st
;;_eaus’fém.?,/utuzg Lithaﬁu_ugﬁ/g‘«_ug_g L Je3etoly Uy sair® 26
Lomd e So1061_ 3 o L Ul Luﬂ@i’é[ I Gt FAS I 2T K Usn
10 j/mugg BT Lug Sl s sllF sk L ain § 6 il LI
ol Lirdwlffndf;a!ui'f;)JitJuﬁiég/é-g/lﬂgﬂ_a’t/ﬁ’vf/}ma‘vfdjwzr'
/uuz?J/mKc,f'féJitJL&%J’H?J&?»{(;/;_@Q’?MK/GJUW/C‘KWgulutﬁc,ugu.b»
ZA,JQJ}J&!fﬁ+fﬁnéa;ﬁo/fasﬁugo;ﬁgg ..{;'/’ziulr,,?,m_‘gr/ U I3
e S S i e e s s S e jm@r‘f“

@5,5;/54;..,»,;/;&{ Ao, LT e S e Lo S (S
o;!f ul:duUuLm%uﬁfomgf -9wwalﬁm|wKJthLﬁ;i“f el e L L
]lZTL;OVQl_éoﬁch%é/}!L(fwajfJJ,CJL’UJHJ,CJ.QU;)&@UJ/ S
Ll L S L2k Fin LS TG 5 S Ly s ST
(eI JE B e e s G - 210681 —om e F 2 U F L0
e eI F L g S U< L1065 o 1T B
of?u(uiui,LnLL:"}Lniuﬁauuﬁ‘u?udﬂmﬁl.,Q.,Qmw;.:»éﬂgjlaﬁ!_pﬁu/
I Folter 3006 £ a1 T I Jﬁw,nwL/u:’jKJy@w/Ln“&f;/ﬁ_%%
s i E Jisheds At et 08 e L8 TF p i LG ZofI Aoy G
S pe 18 L LS L F p Gt Nl TG Z i b5
ISy YIRS U=t s /f;ué.u,/' 2 Sl o S22 Sesd a1
& w2 F S K 2 S

21



N

pISSN: 2707-6210

eISSN: 2707-6229 ,,..E Yt yed
T ad

Vol. 3 No. 4 (2025)

= Jis
1507 </x! /-‘“.fué/(’ LSS A T pecdo il F B _]
11u‘:uJ:/nﬂfﬁ:{u@u»(k“%L}ﬂ)ga._j!u"&&‘l”:;/:,«,b"?j 2
6472007 sk essi 4 s ic e Tt S e UN ez po) S 6 3
87720055105 £ sk i 2 2 S s S e d T s b
123 ali) fi9 8 25
AT 200550 & o4 ybbes? 2 2163 So” s 363 237 ) -6
5T STt & Lo e SIS 5 Ton f peotih foig 81 -7
MNP aé 8
1250839 9
2S a9 _10
277520105 Aesstd izt S P F I o 11
1320720040500 B et szt _12

References in Roman

1.

Iftikhar Majaz and Irfan Ahmad Khan, murattibin, Urdu ka Akhri Dastan-go, Asim
Composing Center, Lahore, p. 150.

Muhammad Shahid, murattib, Ashfag Ahmad Beniyaz Sifi Babd, ‘1lm-Dost
Publications, Lahore, s.n., p. 11.

. Muhammad Nawaz Kharl, murattib, Baton se Khushbii Ae, Zaviya Publishers,

Lahore, first edition, 2007, p. 64.
Navid al-Hasan, “Tawqit-e Ashfaq,” mashmulah Rawi: Ashfaqg Ahmad Number,
Government College University, Lahore, 2005, p. 87.
Muhammad Nawaz Kharl, kitab-e mazkiir, p. 123.
Navid al-Hasan, “Tawqit-e Ashfaq,” mashmilah Rawi: Ashfaqg Ahmad Number,
Government College University, Lahore, 2005, p. 47.

22



eISSN: 2707-6229 R
PISSN: 2707-6210 v@.@l

Vol. 3 No. 4 (2025)

7. Iftikhar Majaz and Irfan Ahmad Khan, murattibin, Urdu ka Akhri Dastan-go, Asim
Composing Center, Lahore, s.n., p. 57.

8. Muhammad Shahid, kitab-e mazkdr, p. 41.

9. Bano Qudsiyah, kitab-e mazkir, p. 125.

10. Muhammad Nawaz Kharl, kitab-e mazkdr, p. 22.

11. Mumtaz Mufti, Alakh Nagri, Al-Faisal Nashran-o-Tajiran-e Kutub, Lahore, March
2010, p. 277.

12. A. Hamid, Ddstan-go, Sang-e Mil, Lahore, 2004, p. 132

23



