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Abstract

Rashid Warsi holds a distinguished place in Urdu Naat criticism as a thoughtful, balanced, and
cultured critic. He sought to elevate this sensitive genre beyond mere devotional expression by
linking it with intellectual inquiry, literary appreciation, and critical awareness. His writings
reflect deep love for the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) while maintaining
scholarly integrity, analytical clarity, and refined aesthetic judgment. Warsi is among those
critics who emphasised recognising Naat as an independent literary genre and advocated the
formulation of clear critical principles for its evaluation. For him, Naat is not simply an
emotional expression of devotion; it is a serious literary creation that must be assessed through
established standards of language, style, thought, and artistic excellence, while remaining
rooted in reverence for the Prophetic mission.

Moderation is the central feature of his critical philosophy. He consistently warned against
exaggeration and hyperbole, arguing that expressions of love must remain within the doctrinal
boundaries of Islamic belief. His greatest contribution lies in his balanced approach, avoiding
both uncritical admiration and detached criticism. Through this equilibrium, he provided Naat
criticism with a dignified perspective where devotion and scholarship complement each other,
enabling Urdu Naat to emerge as a vibrant and enduring literary tradition.
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